
Jordan Norwood, a State 
High graduate, played in the 
Super Bowl last season with 
the Denver Broncos. In that 
game, the Broncos won their 
third Super Bowl in franchise 
history. I had the chance to 
talk Jordan about a variety of 
things ranging from his family 
all the way to where he is to-
day, a Super Bowl champion.

How did being lightly re-
cruited out of high school mo-
tivate you?

I don’t think that motivat-
ed me. I didn’t play much HS 
football so I didn’t feel like I 
deserved to be recruited heav-
ily. I was just thankful for the 

opportunity that Joe Paterno 
gave me.

Who do you look up to the 
most?

My dad. He introduced the 
game of football to me, he 
led me in my faith and taught 
me how to be a man and now 
husband and father. He real-
ly encouraged me during all 
the times that I wanted to quit 
playing sports–which hap-
pened quite a bit.

Growing up, who was your 
favorite professional football 
player?

My favorite NFL play-
ers growing up were Barry 
Sanders and Az Hakim. Barry 

Every day for the past year 
there seems to be some new 
speculation or report about 
Donald Trump. His ideas in-
clude: repealing Obamacare, 
enforcing and strongly main-
taining the 2nd Amendment 
(Right to Bear Arms), building 
a wall across the southern bor-
der (forcing Mexico to pay for 
the wall) (donaldjtrump.com).

Trump has said a number 
of controversial statements, 
including one saying that let-
ting in Syrian refugees would 
be “one of the great Trojan 
Horses.” Trump also spoke in 
regards to stopping terrorist 
groups. “And the other thing 

is with the terrorists, you have 
to take out their families. They, 
they care about their lives.” 
This is a very controversial 
statement not only is it consid-
ered a violation of the Geneva 
Convention (Rule 105) and a 
war crime, but it also would 
have major repercussions 
around the world.

Despite these controver-
sial issues, Trump has gained 
a mass amount of attention 
on social media, with over 
7 million Twitter followers. 
His campaign #MakeAm-
ericaGreatAgain also has a 
strong presence on social me-
dia. However, although he 
has many supporters, he also 
has many “haters.” There are 

several movements created 
to stop Donald Trump, such 
as the StopHateDumpTrump 
campaign. Donald Trump has 
been the subject of many tele-

visions/web shows, including 
Last Week Tonight with John 
Oliver. John Oliver’s segment 
highlights many of Trumps 
issues, including some of the 

ways he presents his ideas 
and his political strategies. 
A weakness that is continu-
ously pointed out is Trump’s

At State High, Interact, a 
community service club, is 
working hard to make a dif-
ference. “The goal of Interact 
club to to help the local and 
global community with the in-
volvement of high schoolers,” 
said LeAnn Verica, one of the 
supervisors of the club. That’s 
certainly what Interact is doing 

with their End Polio Now proj-
ect, which aims to eliminate 
polio.

Polio is a disease caused 
by poliovirus. It invades a per-
son’s brain and spinal cord, 
ultimately causing the victim 
to be paralyzed. Although this 
contagious virus has no cure, 
there is a catch. A vaccination 
for this virus is available, and 
99 out of every 100 children 
who get all recommended dos-
es of this vaccine are complete-
ly protected from the virus. 
Unfortunately, not everyone 
has access to these vaccines in 
countries like Afghanistan and 
Pakistan.

Every year, Interact com-
bines with Rotary, an organi-
zation that aspires to create 
lasting change in communities 
around the world, in hopes 
of making a difference. “Po-
lio was once thought to be 
eradicated, and we don’t 
want another epidemic. It’s
 a life-crippling disease,” 

said freshman Interact mem-
ber Jeanette Felmlee-Gart-
ner. Now, Interact Club rais-
es money for the cause. For 
Felmlee-Gartner, being part 
of this club makes her feel 
like she’s part of working 
toward a better world. “It 
makes me feel like a better 
person,” she says.

Interact can’t change the 
world alone though; they 
need State High’s help. You 
too can aid the effort to end 
polio now, and it doesn’t take 
much. Stop by the North or 
South LE rooms to drop a 
buck in the “End Polio Now” 
bag and grab a wristband. It 
only takes $1 to make a dif-
ference that will help change 
the world. By wearing your 
bracelet and telling your 
friends about this cause, you 
can spread the word about 
Interact Club’s project, all 
while changing the lives of 
those who could be affected 
by this horrible disease.

In 2013, The Institute for 
College And Success (TICAS) 
calculated that around 70 per-
cent of graduating seniors are 
in debt. Over the past three 
decades, college tuition in the 
United States has increased by 
more than tenfold. State High 
students are affected by this is-
sue as well.

“It’s terrifying,” said Aileen 
McKinstry, senior, “especially 
with the widespread knowl-
edge of the crippling effects of 
student debt.”  

The United States is faced 
with the problem of high col-
lege fees, leading many stu-
dents to not apply to certain 
colleges or drop out in fear of 
falling into debt. The rising 
college tuition poses many 
problems towards high school 
students who aim to go to col-
lege.

“While college education is 
being increasingly seen as nec-
essary, the rising costs of edu-
cation put too many students at 
a disadvantage later into life,” 
said senior Gopal Jayakar. He 
believes that college loans are 

the most oppressive type of 
debt because it will follow the 
person through bankruptcy. 
“In my mind, merit should be 
the only tool used to determine 
whether or not a student can 
go to college,” said Jayakar, 
“and some big universities do 
a fantastic job of offering need 
based aid, but these practices 
should be more widespread.”

Financial aid plays an im-
portant role in many students’ 
college choices. By stacking 
up their scholarships, students 
can make a difference in the 
amount of debt they need to 
pay later. McKinstry said, “The 
more money a college offers 
me (in scholarships, etc.), I am 
more inclined to attend the col-
lege.” Although scholarships 
help alleviate some of the se-
niors’ stress, tuition remains a 
prominent issue for many. For 
most students, scholarships do 
not cover the full cost.

In fact, many high school 
students fear the amount of 
money they must pay for high-
er education if they do not re-
ceive scholarships. “College 
tuition is stressing me out be-
cause so many colleges that 

have amazing programs… 
have ridiculously expensive tu-
ition,” remarked Lylian Wang, 
a junior. “And then when I 
don’t get the scholarship, I 
then become upset, which only 
adds more stress.”

Not only is college tuition 
a concern for the students, but 
counselors are also troubled 
by this issue. Kerry O’Melia, 
LE staff member, said, “In to-
day’s world the rising cost of 
college tuition is outpacing the 
UDWH� RI� LQÀDWLRQ«�:KHQ� VWX-
dents have to assume this debt 
it can affect the time it takes 
them to get a degree, based on 
the cost per credit.” She added 
that  some students may have 
to work while attending col-
lege and this can affect their 
academic performance.  Ac-
cording to O’Melia, there are 
a few factors to consider.  She 
also stated that if a student has 
WR� DVVXPH� WKHLU� WRWDO� ¿QDQFLDO�
debt, their decision could be 
SDUWO\� LQÀXHQFHG� RQ� WKH� WXL-
tion of the university, and as-
suming the burden of large 
student loans can change how 
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repetitive false statements. 
He claimed that he was a suc-
cessful business man even 
though he had several failed 
companies, such as Trump 
Steaks, Trump Airlines, and 
Trump Mortgage.

Although Trump claims 
that we will force Mexico to 
pay for the wall, there is no 
way to guarantee Mexico will 
in fact pay for the wall. “We 
won’t pay a single cent for 
that stupid wall,” said Felipe 
Calderon, Mexico’s president 
from 2006 to 2012 (Business 
Insider). Trump, however, 
plans to “increase fees on all
 temporary visas issued to 
Mexican CEOs and diplo-
mats (and if necessary cancel

cel them); increase fees on 
all border crossing cards – of 
which we issue about 1 mil-
lion to Mexican nationals 
each year (a major source of 
visa overstays); increase fees 
on all NAFTA worker visas 
from Mexico (another major 
source of overstays); and in-
crease fees at ports of entry to 
the United States from Mexico 
[Tariffs and foreign aid cuts are 
also options.]” Although this 
sounds like a money making 
plan, it could potentially cut 
off trade from Mexico and only 
cause issues with the Mexican 
government.

Many students at State High 
disagree with Trump and his 
campaign. “I just feel like he’s 
RYHUFRQ¿GHQW� DQG� SXVKHG� KLV�
opinion on other people,” said 
sophomore Gabe Anderson, 
“when other people disagree 

with him he gets very angry 
about it. [He has] very insen-
sitive beliefs.” Other students, 
such as sophomore Caden 
Summers, agree with Trump’s 
ideas, “I like that he supports 
stronger border control. He’s a 
successful business man too so 
he could probably help pull us 
out of debt.” In a random poll, 
12/12 students said they did 
not agree with Trumps views. 
When asked if students would 
vote for Trump, many said no 
and said they would choose 
another candidate. These sta-
tistics only include the stu-
dent population, and we won’t 
know for sure whether or not 
Trump will become president 
until this November.

According to school of-
¿FLDO�&KULV�:HDNODQG��FRQ-
struction is pushing forward 
in what used to be the South 
parking lot. Over the past 
few weeks, workers have 
been digging a founation

for the new school, with pour-
ing having started the week 
of March 23. The displaced 
soil was in the process of be-
ing hauled to the South track 
area. Workers have also been 
drilling and reinforcing some 
areas of the lot in prepa-

ration for the four main tow-
ers’ construction.  

 As the weather 
warms, the number of ac-
tive construction workers is 
planned to increase, meaning 
progress will be made at a 
faster rate. 

Construction Update
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BY DAVID WAGNER

State College High School 
has a range of clubs to appeal to 
the students interest. The num-
ber of clubs are changing as 
new ones are added every year. 
Knitting club, one of the most 
recently created clubs, was 
started by junior Katie Heist. 
“I started Knitting Group not 
just to give current knitters a 
place where they could have 
a set hour every other week to 
do what they love,” said Heist, 
“but also to introduce other 
students to a craft they might 
not have exposure to.”

If you don’t know how 
to knit, don’t worry, because 
knitting club has extra yarn 
and needles for those who 
wish to learn. However, if you 
do know how to knit, then this 
club is a great way to spend 
your knitting time with friends 
in a stress free environment. 
“It’s a fun and relaxing way to 
spend time with your friends 
while also doing something 
productive,” mentioned 

sophomore Allison Zajac.  
People who crochet instead 
of knitting are also welcome. 
“My favorite part of Knitting 
Group is teaching others how 
to knit and then seeing their 
passion and enthusiasm for 
knitting grow,” said Heist.

For those who enjoy the 
good company of people and 
the clicking of needles as a 
project comes along, come on 
over to knitting club. Knitting 
club meets every second and 
fourth Monday of the month. 
They meet in room 44 in the 
North Building from 3:30 to 
4:30. Sophomore Kayleigh 
Matthews said, “Bringing a 
group of friends is also great 
because you can have a laugh 
while learning a valuable 
craft. The only downside is 
that you’ll soon be receiv-
ing requests to make hats, 
scarves, and sweaters for all 
of your friends!”

BY LAUREN MATHEWS

Club Fosters the 
Passion of Knitting
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students view the college ap-
plication process.  If a student 
LV� UHFHLYLQJ� ¿QDQFLDO� DLG�� IRU�
example grant money and/or 

scholarships, their decisions 
may change. The rising cost of 
college tuition does, therefore, 
affect students and the college 
application process.

Ignatius Liu, senior, ex-
pressed his doubts on the 
value of the tuition he would 

need to pay for college. “As 
a student that is going to col-
lege next year, I certainly feel 
like the rise of college tui-
tion is rather ridiculous, and 
sometimes I wonder if it is 
worth it,” he said. “But like 
others, I think it’s more of an 

investment, and I guess we’ll 
see what the return value of 
college is in the future.”

Ideally, the price of col-
lege should not be the only 
factor toward students’ de-
cisions about college, and it 
certainly should not discour-

age any students to not apply 
for higher education. How-
ever, as the facts still stand, 
high school students can only 
expect things to remain the 
same in the near future.

Tuition
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Trump
From page 1

To all the Thespians for their production of

The Fiddler On the Roof. It was amazing

and we appreciate all your hard work! 

To all of nice weather coming in: sunrays shining,

ƃQYGTU�DNQQOKPI��DKTFU�UKPIKPI���

To continued school construction. Try to stay focused in 

class with all the noise.

NBA and NHL Playoffs are on all month long!

Get your Popcorn ready!

To spring allergies. Runny noses, coughing, and sneezes 

await helpless victims. 

      CHEERS & JEERS

To almost less than 20 days of school.

Summer is right around the corner. 
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To AP week, last minute studying, cramming, and stress. 
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First World Problems. If 
you live in a western coun-
try, for one reason or another, 
you’re probably guilty of hav-
LQJ� ¿UVW� ZRUOG� SUREOHPV�� :H�
all are. Sure, inconveniences 
can really make a day unpleas-
ant, but when put into perspec-
tive, that iPhone charger that 
won’t reach your bed doesn’t 
seem like that big of a deal.

Myanmar is a country in 
southeast Asia where poverty 
is no stranger. I had the oppor-
tunity to spend time there in 
January at a children’s orphan-
age and a Bible college. While 
I was working on a building 
project and loving over a hun-
dred kids, I had the opportu-
nity to experience a culture 
so different than my own, and 
witness what being in a “third 
world” country really means.

One afternoon I was rid-
ing in the back of an open 
bed truck with about 15 other 
people. First, let me say I have 
never seen such hardworking 
people.They do everything by 
hand – grow their own food, 
wash their clothes by hand – 
and don’t have the same daily 
luxuries as developed coun-
tries do. After dodging chick-
ens, people, motorcycles, and 
cars, the truck pulled over to 
the side of the road to make 
a pitstop. A little boy walked 
over to the side of the truck 
and started talking to the stu-
dents I was with. Now, the ma-
jority of the trip, I had no idea 
what anyone was saying and 
even when I did try to speak 
their language, I butchered it. 
I bet they were making fun of 

me some of the time, but I just 
smiled and went with it. As 
the conversation kept going, I 
asked one of the guys what the 
boy was saying. He told me 
that the little boy lived on the 
streets and that his parents left 
him. He had no home and no 
one to take care of him.

At this point I had tears in 
my eyes and was holding the 
boy’s hand through the truck’s 
bars. To look this boy in the 
eyes and think about how hard 
his life was, having to survive 
on his own with nobody to 
love him or be there for him, 
and to think about how scary it 
must be to live like that is un-
fathomable. It’s heartbreaking. 
It makes you feel hopeless be-
cause he is one of the millions 
of children who live like this. 
I jumped out of the truck and 

gave him whatever I had in my 
pocket. I gave the boy’s hand 
a squeeze and smiled, knowing 
that even without saying any 
words, he heard what I was 
saying.

No matter where you are in 
the world, everyone has prob-
lems. You can’t fault someone 
for perceiving something as a 
problem because to them it is. 
You can’t compare your prob-
lems to someone who lives 
dramatically different from 
you. That’s like saying one size 
¿WV� DOO��ZKLFK�ZH� DOO� NQRZ� LV�
not true. However, it is import-
ant to take time to put your life 
into perspective, be globally 
aware and practice gratitude 
for the life you are living.

7KH�¿UVW�ZRUOG¶V�UHDO�SURE-
lem is this: we live in a coun-
try that is sheltered, and many 

people have no idea how the 
majority of the world lives. 
It is something you can’t ful-
ly understand until you ex-
perience it yourself. There’s 
something life-changing about 
being loved by people who 
don’t have much, yet they give 
everything they have to you, 
whether that be hugs, smiles, 
kindness, hard work, or gener-
osity.

Coming home was brutal. 
I didn’t want to leave. I was 
happy and life was simple over 
there. The goodbyes were the 
hardest part and the days fol-
lowing were rough as well. 
When people get angry and 
act rude or stupid, unneces-
sary things, part of me wants 
to scream and shake them, and 
ask how dare they complain 
DERXW� VRPHWKLQJ� VR� LQVLJQL¿-

cant. When the children I work 
with whine about how they’re 
hungry but don’t want one of 
the three options they’ve been 
given, I get frustrated. In my 
mind I kept comparing the way 
people are here to the kids who 
have nothing, yet those kids 
are the sweetest, hardwork-
ing, respectful children who 
just want to be loved. But to 
tell you the truth, I can’t com-
pare them because there is no 
comparison. The children are 
so different because their lives 
are so different. It leans toward 
the theory that people who live 
in  a materialistic, results ori-
ented, consumer based society 
that is focused on wealth, are 
the people who lack funda-
mental values of what life re-
ally is about.

Someone with lots of expe-
rience with this sort of thing 
told me that I can’t be so hard 
on people that haven’t expe-
rienced the world the way I 
have. He was right. I hadn’t 
thought of it that way and I had 
no right to be so angry. The les-
son here is simple and you’ve 
probably heard it before. You 
can’t let all the inconvenienc-
HV�� VWUXJJOHV�� DQG� GLI¿FXOWLHV�
you face make you cold and 
bitter. Reminding yourself to 
trade in expectations for appre-
ciation in those moments will 
make your life so much easier 
and you’ll be happier. Every-
one has problems and for some 
they can be big and for some 
they are smaller but nonethe-
less when you change the way 
you think, you change the way 
you view the world and all of a 
sudden you start seeing things 
in a different way. I guarantee 
this kind of mindset will help 
you open your mind, eyes, and 
heart to all the beauty around 
you.

The First World’s Real Problem

John Kasich:

Pros: Kasich had good ex-
perience being the Governor 
of Ohio, and was also in the 
House of Representatives for 
18 years. Kasich also has ex-
perience running for president 
as he ran in 2000, however, he 
dropped out that year. He is a 
strong supporter of education, 
and mainly supports the Com-
mon Core educational stan-
dards. He also supports a path 
to  citizenship for those who 
are illegal immigrants. He is 
also a very popular candidate 
in Ohio, not only because he 
was the Governor, but because 
he supports the expansion of 
medicaid in Ohio. Also in the 
last 50 years, all of the presi-
dents have won the state of 
Ohio, so this gives him a pretty 
VLJQL¿FDQW�DGYDQWDJH�

Cons: The biggest problem 
Kasich has is that he is often 
labeled as a “jerk.” He has a 
tendency to be very arrogant 
in situations where he should 
respond differently, but he 
doesn’t. In addition, his per-
sonality has a wide range, from 
being very revealing to becom-
ing very angry. He can change 
at any time, and he doesn’t re-
ally have a “central” emotion.  

 

Ted Cruz:

Pros: Cruz’s fan base is 
huge (mainly made up of 
Evangelical Christians),  and 
he is not afraid to speak his 
mind when talking about any-
thing. He also has a lot of law 
experience, and has success-
fully argued cases before the 
Supreme Court. While he was 
born in Canada, he was born 
to an American mother, which 
means he is still eligible to run 
for presidency.   

&RQV�� +LV� ÀDVK\� VW\OH� FDQ�
go one of two ways. It could be 
a complete disaster or a great 
success. Of all the candidates, 
it seems that he has been put at 
the biggest disadvantage, and 
his phrases are the most scru-
tinized of all the candidates. If 
he messes up, the media will 
pounce on it, and it could make 
him look really bad.

 

Donald Trump:

Pros: He doesn’t seem to 
ODFN� FRQ¿GHQFH�� DQG� \RX� FDQ�
VHH� WKDW� KH� LV� FRQ¿GHQW� DERXW�
what he is saying when he 
speaks. He also has a lot of ex-
perience in the business world, 
as he is a very famous person 
in the real estate industry. The 
fact that he owns his own large 
company shows that he has 
great leadership skills, and 
these are very important skills 
needed by a president. 

Cons: There are a lot of 
cons for this candidate. He is 
a very cocky candidate, he’s 
racist and sexist, and he’s also 
expressed intolerance to those 
holding different opinions). He 
has drawn fame for saying that 
Muslims should not be allowed 
in the country. So the U.S. can 
avoid terrorist attacks. He 
seems to not know what he is 
saying a lot of times. For ex-
ample he once said “It’s freez-
ing and snowing in New York 
– we need global warming!”

Hillary Clinton:

Pros: Clinton was previous-
ly the Secretary of State for 
Barack Obama, which gives 
KHU�D�SUHWW\�VLJQL¿FDQW�DGYDQ-
tage when it comes to the topic 
of foreign policy. She is also a 
ZRPDQ�DQG�ZRXOG�EH� WKH�¿UVW�
woman to be President if she 
JHWV� HOHFWHG� WR� EH� LQ� RI¿FH�����
Her husband, Bill, was also 
President, so, in addition to the 
previous positives, she can get 
advice from someone who’s al-
ready been there and done that.

Cons: Her husband being 
a president isn’t all positive. 
There were many negative 
things that occurred in Bill 
Clinton’s reign, and he de-
veloped many foes during his 
WLPH�LQ�RI¿FH��7KLV�FRXOG�OHDG�
to bad relations with them if 
Hillary is elected.  

She also has been labeled as 
untrustworthy by a lot of peo-
ple. The main evidence for this 
comes from her email scandal 
when she used her family email 
server to do top secret govern-
ment work.  Some people think 
WKDW�VKH�ZRQ¶W�PDNH�VLJQL¿FDQW�
changes for the poor and needy 
either. 

Bernie Sanders:

Pros: He’s one of the most 
genuine candidates, and what 
you see out of him is what you 
get. If you’ve heard him speak, 
you can tell that he actual-
ly truly believes in what he’s 
talking about, which shows he 
can really make the changes 
that America needs. He’s also 
one of the candidates who 
doesn’t care what people think 
of them. If you ask him a ques-
tion, he won’t just try to be a 
people pleaser kind of person, 
he will actually talk about what 
he is going to do and how he is 
going to accomplish it.

Cons: Sanders was relative-
ly unknown in Congress over 
his two decades there, which  
shows that he possibly lacks 
leadership skills, and leader-
ship is a huge part of being 
3UHVLGHQW��+LV�DJH�LV�GH¿QLWHO\�
an issue, as he is going to be 
turning 75 this year. Due to 
his age, a lot of people may 
go against him because they 
would want a younger presi-
dent.

Pros and Cons of the Five Presidential Candidates
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Why I Can’t Wait for Summer -
A Reason You Might Not Suspect

Usually people associate 
work with stress, annoying 
co-workers/bosses and con-
stantly feeling like you aren’t 
getting paid enough for what 
you do. I’m a unique case how-
ever, because I love my job and 
I love the people I work with 
(well…most of them) and 
there’s really nowhere I would 
rather be than sitting up in the 
guard stand at Welch Pool on 
an 80 degree day. Most peo-
ple yearn for summer so they 
can sleep in, watch tv and do 
nothing all day but I’m count-
ing down the days til the pool 
opens on Memorial Day week-
end because it’s all clear skies 
from there (not literally, and 
thank God for that because 
rainy days at Welch means less 
patrons, which means hanging 
out in the guard room with the 
whole staff and pulling straws 
or guessing numbers to see 
ZKR�JHWV�WR�JR�KRPH�¿UVW���6LW-
ting around at the pool with a 
bunch of my friends and get-
ting to lay down the law to kids 
who seem to run on deck more 
than they swim in the pool is 
the ideal summer experience 
to me.

I’ve been working at Welch 
Pool since the summer after 
my freshman year and the pos-
itive impacts that it has had 
on me are innumerable. From 
earning enough money to go 
in (almost) 50/50 on a car with 
my parents to creating friend-
ships that will last a lifetime, 
my summer job has given me 
opportunities and experiences 
that without them, I wouldn’t 
be the person I am today. I’ve 
grown up in and around the 
water, taking swim lessons at 
a very young age and swim-
ming and diving competitive-
ly since I was in elementary 
school. When it came time to 

search for jobs in the spring 
of 2014, I knew I wanted to 
ZRUN� VRPHZKHUH� ZLWK� ÀH[L-
ble hours and decent pay that 
was preferably outside. My 
best friend was planning on 
applying at Welch as well, so I 
put in an application and went 
on to get my Red Cross Life-
JXDUGLQJ� FHUWL¿FDWLRQ� DW� 3HQQ�
State. Since I’ve been involved 
with the water for many years, 
I’ve always valued being able 
to swim safely and be able to 
help someone if ever faced 
with a sticky situation. I know 
it sounds lame, but water safe-
ty and simply knowing how 
to swim is sooo important 
because about 71 percent of 
the Earth’s surface is water!! 
As time goes on, who knows 
what’s going to happen to the 
other 29 percent of Earth’s 
surface! One day we might be 
OLYLQJ� LQ� ÀRDWLQJ� KRXVHV� DQG�
driving boats instead of cars! 
Probably unlikely, but the pos-
VLELOLW\� VKRXOG� GH¿QLWHO\� HQ-
courage people to learn how to 
become strong swimmers.

After working at the pool 
for one week, you can tell who 
the regulars are, who causes 
trouble and the warning signs 
of kids who probably shouldn’t 
be in the deep end unattended. 
I’ve only been guarding for 
two short summers, but it’s a 
great feeling to come back to 
the pool day after day and year 
after year to see the same fac-
es wrecking havoc at Welch. 
Pool cliques do exist, and dra-
ma does go down occasionally. 
Even though we have to inter-
YHQH� LI� ¿JKWV� HYHU� EUHDN� RXW��
it’s worthwhile to eavesdrop 
on the juicy gossip some of the 
kids share with each other. You 
can hear just about everything 
from a guard chair. Mom gos-
sip, which is the best kind of 
conversation, isn’t a rarity ei-
ther. Who doesn’t love a good 
conversation between “Mrs. 

Johnson” and “Mrs. Kelly” 
about how Nicky’s mom sends 
him to the pool without sun-
screen!? How atrocious is that? 
Or how Katy Fitzgerald is run-
ning for PTO President at Fer-
guson Elementary but nobody 
is going to vote for her, so why 
is she even trying?! Working at 
the pool means you have your 
¿QJHU� RQ� WKH� SXOVH� RI� HYHU\-
thing that’s going on in State 
College from the end of May 
to the beginning of September. 
It also means that you know 
almost every kid in town and 
their siblings and what their 
mom looks like, what their dad 
looks like, what school they go 
to and who their friends are. 
It seems kind of creepy when 
you write it all out like that but 
it’s just so easy to be observant 
of these things when it’s liter-
ally your job to observe. And 
since you know every 8 year 
old who lives in State College, 
seeing them in public over the 
winter months is always excit-
ing. I can’t even tell you how 
many times a kid I’ve taught 
swim lessons to has come up 
to me in public and asked if 
I remember them. Like, of 
course I remember you!! I saw 
you everyday for a month! 
I always make sure to ask if 
they’re still practicing their 
swimming–that’s a rhetorical 
question because I know that 
most of the time they aren’t, 
but it feels good to get them 
to crack a smile. Seeing the 
same kids get old and families 
grow (literally grow in size) 
every summer is an experience 
that not everyone gets to have 
DQG� LW¶V�GH¿QLWHO\�VRPHWKLQJ� ,�
don’t take for granted. Noth-
ing makes me more excited for 
my own future when I see the 
huge bellies of pregnant moms 
that are about to pop turn into 
toddlers running around a year 
ODWHU��6SHQGLQJ�¿YH�SOXV�KRXUV�
a day watching adorable babies 

waddle around in the water can 
really make you appreciate the 
simplicity and innocence of 
childhood.

Working as a lifeguard isn’t 
all eavesdropping and tanning 
however. Sometimes you ac-
tually have to interact with a 
patron–okay like, every oth-
er minute you have to inter-
act with a patron, and it isn’t 
always a positive encounter. 
Although it totally sucks butt-
ing heads with a kid and even 
more so a parent, the rules are 
in place for a reason and it’s 
my job to enforce them. I ac-
tually enjoy blowing my whis-
tle and telling, well, yelling at 
a kid who’s hauling across the 
GHFN�ZLWK� D�SRRO�ÀRDW� LQ� WRZ��
Most kids stop breaking rules 
after a guard yells at them 
once, but my favorite thing is 
when a kid continually breaks 
the rules and ignores every-
thing we have to say while dis-
respecting us, talking back and 
questioning the rules…not. 
Nothing worse than a kid you 
can’t get through to. As I said 
before, the rules exist for a rea-
son! Standing on the wet, slip-
pery island in the leisure pool 
will most often result in injury, 
like falling off and cracking 
open your skull. Going down 
WKH� VOLGHV� KHDG� ¿UVW"� &RQFXV-
sion. Running on deck and 
tripping and getting a mouth 
full of gravel? Skinned knees, 
bruises and a trip to the dentist. 
Lifeguards aren’t out to get 
you; we just want to watch out 
for you and prevent accidents 
before they happen.

When the sun isn’t high in 
the sky and the temperature 
isn’t in the 80’s or 90’s, you’ll 
OLNHO\� ¿QG� WKH� :HOFK� VWDII�
cooped up in the guard room, 
listening to music, playing 
games, gossiping and (proba-
bly shouldn’t say this but…) 
snoozing from time to time. 
It’s always a race to see who 

gets the most desirable spot in 
the guard room—a comfy fold-
out chair with cup holders that 
resides next to an outlet under-
neath the fan. The work atmo-
VSKHUH� DW� :HOFK� LV� GH¿QLWHO\�
fun but also serious. We like to 
play card games, order Wings 
Over and have handstand con-
tests, but we get down to busi-
ness when we need to. You 
won’t meet a more dedicated 
group of people than those at 
:HOFK�� :H� DUHQ¶W� DOO� ¿JKWLQJ�
each other over who gets to 
clean up vomit or blood, but 
there’s no hesitation when 
someone needs help or some-
WKLQJ�QHHGV�¿[LQJ��&535�GRHV�
a great job of hiring motivated 
individuals who are willing to 
work as much as 14 hours a 
GD\�LI�QHFHVVDU\��DQG�,¶P�GH¿-
nitely going to say that while 
14 hours (6 am-closing) can 
be a craaaazy long time to be 
somewhere, the payoff is great. 
Literally, all I see is dollar 
signs when I’m working a shift 
that never seems to end.
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Like many kids my age, 
I worry a lot about getting 
into college. If I’m not fret-
ting about my GPA or the 
amount of community service 
I’ve done, I’m calculating my 
chances of getting into my 
dream school. So last sum-
mer, instead of going to an-
other math or science camp, 
my mom and I decided that I 
needed to immerse myself in 
something other than academ-
ics. After spending an hour or 
two online searching for fun, 
exciting summer opportuni-
ties, I came across Broadreach. 
The program promised to help 
me discover my world of op-
portunity. I chose to go on a 
17 day Caribbean Underwater 
'LVFRYHU\�9R\DJH�� ¿OOHG�ZLWK�
days of scuba diving and sail-
ing in the deep blue sea. This 
trip stood out to me because I 
have always loved the Carib-
bean, and ever since my dad 
took me for a shallow dive 
while vacationing in Jamaica, I 
have wanted to become a real, 
advanced diver.

I packed my bags in late 
July and hopped on a plane 
from JFK airport to St. 
Maarten. I got to the Broad-
reach base later that day 
where I met other Broadreach 
campers. We were split into 
four boat assignments: Celia, 
Kilimanjaro, Moselle, and my 
boat, Mont Blanc. I met my 
nine crewmates and we took a 
dinghy out to our boat that was 
anchored further in the bay. On 
the boat, we met our two scu-

ba diving instructors, Zach and 
Tracy, and our sailing instruc-
tor/ skipper, Attila. We played 
a few icebreakers, went over 
some rules, and got ready for 
bed. The counselors encour-
aged us to sleep under the stars 
as much as possible, as the 
cabins were a bit cramped and 
the Caribbean night sky was 
unimaginably beautiful. I saw 
shooting stars almost every 
night.

 
Wading In
Living on a boat was a new 

experience for most of us. We 
learned how to effectively di-
vide tasks that we needed to 
get done, like sloshing the 

deck, washing dishes, and pre-
paring food. We had a 2 person 
rotation of making breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner for the group. 
We also had a leader of the day, 
or LOD, who took charge with 
the instructors in assigning 
tasks and encouraging the crew 
when they needed it.

7KH�¿UVW�PRUQLQJ��ZH�JRW�XS�
at 5:00 AM and put our swim-
VXLWV�RQ�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�GD\�GDZQ�
swim to the beach. You may 
think that’s too early for what 
is supposed to be a relaxing, 
ODLG�EDFN� FDPS�� DQG� DW� ¿UVW��
that’s what I thought too. But 
I quickly realized that we had 
less than three weeks to get in 
as much sailing and diving as 

we possibly could.
The next few days, we were 

split into two groups: those 
who already had their scuba 
FHUWL¿FDWLRQ� DQG� WKRVH� ZKR�
GLGQ¶W�� 7KH� XQFHUWL¿HG� GLYHUV��
me included, did training ex-
HUFLVHV�LQ�FRQ¿QHG�ZDWHU�ZKLOH�
WKRVH� ZLWK� FHUWL¿FDWLRQV� ZHQW�
on dives. We learned several 
useful skills, like how to clear 
water out of our masks, put our 
regulators, or breathing devic-
es, back in our mouths if they 
fell out, and perform controlled 
emergency swimming ascents, 
or CESAs. CESAs are per-
formed if a diver is in an out of 
air situation and does not have 
a dive buddy nearby to help 

them. He or she needs to con-
tinuously exhale while slowly 
ascending to the surface. To 
simulate this, we had to swim 
30 feet horizontally while ex-
haling small bubbles the whole 
time, which was a bit challeng-
ing for some of us. In addition, 
we learned about various div-
ing tips like how to avoid de-
compression sickness, and, my 
favorite, how to identify differ-
HQW�W\SHV�RI�¿VK��,�FDQ�SURXGO\�
pick out a sergeant major from 
DQ�DQJHO¿VK��RU�WHOO�\RX�ZKDW�LV�
D�VXUJHRQ¿VK�DQG�ZKDW�LV�D�EXW-
WHUÀ\�¿VK��7KLV�VNLOO�KHOSHG�PH�
UHFHLYH�P\� 3$',� FHUWL¿FDWLRQ�
LQ�¿VK�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ��6R�ZKLOH�
it was a shame we couldn’t 
dive with the rest of the crew, 
our training was over in about 
3 days, and before I knew it, 
ZH�ZHUH�DOO�FHUWL¿HG�DQG�ZRUN-
ing toward our advanced certi-
¿FDWLRQV�

 
Diving Deep
Swimming 90 feet below 

the surface with creatures I’d 
only ever read about was un-
like anything I’d ever done. 
Being able to breathe that deep 
underwater is just an incredi-
ble experience. We saw nurse 
sharks, lobsters, sea turtles, and 
VR�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�¿VK��
OLNH� OLRQ¿VK�� SDUURW¿VK�� DQG�
even a few barracuda. Over the 
course of my trip, I went on 20 
dives; from dawn dives at 4:30 
AM to night dives at 9:00 PM, 
we did it all. I especially loved 
the Chien Tong shipwreck dive 
off the coast of Statia. The 
day my boatmates and I dove 

BY JACKIE FEFFER

My Stress Free Adventure
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Say hello to the 
Seniors

What is your best 
joke?

Who is your fa-
vorite superhero?

What is the fun-
niest thing in the 

school?

Name an un-
derrated artist 
who you think 
deserves more 
recognition?

What is the lon-
gest word you can 
think of ?

Who is going to 
win the NCAA 
basketball tourna-
ment? 

Stan Martin

Plastic wrap on the 
toilet seat Superman

The sweeper 
truck that runs 

around the con-
struction zone 

brushing the dirt

Myself Supercalifragilis-
ticexpialidocious Kansas

Michael Riley

Greg’s birthday
The Human 

Missile, Jon Sei-
ghman

B Day lunch dis-
cussions:)

He’s a new artist 
named Kanye 

West. Check out 
T.L.O.P. on Tidal!

Iamafailure

The New York 
Jets. Lebron Cur-
ry is a dead eye 

kicker!

Jon Perini

My physics grade My mom Mr. McGowan’s 
egg collection One Note Stand Triskaidekapho-

bia
The Maple 

Leaves

Abigail Stevenson

I’m happy and 
everything is 
going great

Jessica Jones Robert Kristen Nodell
Disestablishmen-

tarianism whoever had fun

Katelyn Servey

Giving people 
water with lemon 
juice in it when 
they think it’s 
regular water.

Captain America Ben Servey The Piano Guys Supercalifragilis-
ticexpialidocious Oregon - duh

!e Grid

there, the visibility of the wa-
ter was fantastic – clear and 
blue as far as the eye could see. 
Hundreds of blue and yellow, 
VOHQGHU� GDPVHO¿VK� VZDP� LQ�
large schools around the sunk-
en ship. Some swam so close 
to me that I could see each in-
dividual scale on their small 
body. As for the wreck, I felt 
like I was swimming around an 
old pirate ship. I could clearly 
make out the mast, deck, stern 
and other parts of it. I also 
swam through a small opening 
in the deck and got to go inside 
the boat. That was one of the 
coolest parts of the whole trip. 
I felt like I was exploring a lost 
sunken treasure.

Another favorite dive was 
P\�¿UVW�QLJKW�GLYH�RII�WKH�VKRUH�
of St. Kitts. This dive was 
amazing not because of what 
I saw, but because of what I 
couldn’t see. It was so dark 
that I could only see what my 
ÀDVKOLJKW�ZDV�GLUHFWO\�SRLQWHG�
at, which was often coral or a 
VPDOO� ¿VK�� (DFK� GLYHU� KDG� WR�
put a glow stick on their tank 
so that others could see where 
they were. At one point during 
the dive, I couldn’t see my dive 

buddy, and didn’t know which 
way was up and which way 
was down. Thankfully, there’s 
a simple trick to reorienting 
oneself: Blow small bubbles 
through your mouth and see 
ZKLFK� ZD\� WKH\� ÀRDW� ±� WKDW�
way is up. That night, I didn’t 
see many large creatures. I saw 
D� IHZ� OREVWHU�� MHOO\¿VK�� DQG�
other small animals. Howev-
er, I also got to experience a 
beautiful, incredible sight that 
night. We all formed a circle 
and started kicking with our 
¿QV�� 6XGGHQO\�� ZH� VDZ� WKRX-
sands of plankton lighting up 
DOO�DURXQG�XV��,PDJLQH�¿UHÀLHV�
lighting up all around you, ex-
cept you are underwater and 
can’t see anything else. That’s 
what I was experiencing.  So 
although I didn’t see many 
large creatures, diving at night 
was exhilarating because I was 
scared, fascinated, and amazed 
all at the same time.

 
Learning the Ropes
Scuba diving wasn’t the 

only fun thing that we learned 
how to do. We also took the 
helm and earned our Interna-
tional Yacht Training (IYT) 
FHUWL¿FDWLRQV�� :H� OLWHUDOO\�
learned the ropes as we learned 

how to tie knots, hook a moor-
ing ball, drop an anchor, nav-
igate, learn the parts of the 
boats, and hoist the sails. One 
day, we even had to sail about 
an hour from St. Kitts to Sta-
tia without help from Attila. 
This included performing en-
gine checks and preparing the 
sail by ourselves. My role was 
to pull the line that raised the 
mainsail. With some teamwork 
and communication, we suc-
cessfully got to our destination.

We also had land time at 
some of the islands. In St. 
Barths, we had a few hours to 
explore the town. We got lunch 
at a local creperie, stopped at 
a souvenir shop to buy a few 
keepsakes, and tried what we 
heard was the drink of the Ca-
ULEEHDQ��D�¿]]\�JUDSHIUXLW�MXLFH�
called Ting. On the island of 
Statia, we got to hike up Quill 
Volcano. We were even able 
to go inside of the crater if we 
chose to. Some people stayed 
at the top because it was a 
steep descent into the volcano, 
but I went down, and it was an 
experience I will never forget. 
It had turned into a rainforest, 
full of tall trees and lush plants. 
There was no real path, just 
boulders that you had to climb 

down. Thankfully, ropes had 
been strung from tree to tree so 
that you could hold onto them 
in case you lost your footing on 
the way down, and so that you 
pull yourself on the way up. In 
Saba, an island populated with 
around 2,000 people, I, along 
with the rest of Mont Blanc, 
was supposed to spend a day 
doing community service, spe-
FL¿FDOO\� EXLOGLQJ� D� SDWKZD\�
on a hiking trail. Unfortunate-
ly, I got a persistent rash on 
my arm, and had to go with 
Tracy to see a doctor on the 
island instead of doing com-
munity service. It turned out 
to be from all of the sun I was 
getting, and was easily treated 
with a cream. Afterwards, the 
two of us sat down at a local 
coffee shop and talked about 
the island and our plans for the 
rest of the day. Tracy explained 
that there were only two ma-
jor towns in Saba: The Bot-
tom, which is the capital, and 
Windwardside. She said that 
the rest of the group had taken 
one out of seven taxis on the 
island to Windwardside, and 
WKDW�ZH�QHHGHG�WR�¿QG�RQH��RU�
KLWFKKLNH��$W�¿UVW�,�WKRXJKW�VKH�
was joking, but hitchhiking is 
actually a common occurrence 

in Saba. The island is so small 
that everyone knows each oth-
er, and if you just stand near 
the road, eventually someone 
will be going where you need 
to go, and will let you ride 
with them. However, we found 
a taxi and were soon reunited 
with the rest of the group in 
Windwardside, where we had 
pizza and walked around the 
town.

I can honestly say that my 
Broadreach adventure has 
been some of the best days 
of my life. I’ve made lasting 
friendships with the members 
of Mont Blanc. I talk to many 
of them at least every week. 
We are even having a reunion 
in New York in January. I’ll 
never forget early morning 
dives with them. I’ll always 
reminisce about cliff jumping 
in St. Kitts, sunsets on Statia, 
and walking around St. Barths. 
I’ll always think about sailing 
in the deep blue sea. I may be 
back to my normal, stressful 
life, but when I need a minute 
to relax, I can always close my 
eyes and  remember my stress 
free adventure.
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From mid-January to the be-
ginning of April, the thoughts 
of many orchestra, band, and 
choir members at State High 
were caught up in new reper-
toire, prolonged practices, and 
numerous auditions for this 
year’s PMEA (Pennsylvania 
Music Educators Association) 
festivals. Several students 
moved up from Districts, to 
Regions, and then to All-State, 
and are now hoping to qualify 
for All-Eastern at Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, the next school 
year.

30($� WRRN� RII� ¿UVW� ZLWK�
District Orchestra on Janu-
ary 14 to 16. It was followed 
two weeks later by District 
Band, then District Choir the 
week after, continuing with a 
round of Region PMEA, and 
culminating with a combined 
six-day long All-State festival 
at Hershey from March 30 to 
April 2nd. Most of the people 
who participated in PMEA are 
students in advanced music 
classes at State High such as 
Symphonic Band and Master 
Singers.

For each level, new reper-
toire is required to be learned. 
“We audition at every level to 
get chairs,” sophomore Eilene 
Deng stated, and results are 
announced the day students 
arrive. Deng was a cellist in 
orchestra who had moved up 
to All-State. Auditions also de-
termine whether or not a musi-
cian moves up to the next level. 
Junior Mariana Corichi, a so-
prano in choir, explained, “At 
districts I had thirty-eight other 
soprano twos that I was going 
up against, and they rank top 

¿IWHHQ�� DQG� WKH� WRS� WHQ� PRYH�
on to regionals.” For choir, 
only the top four in each part, 
of which Corichi was included, 
move on after that to All-State.

All this learning, practic-
ing, and auditioning makes up 
a big component of the PMEA 
experience. Grace Gilpatrick, 
D� MXQLRU�ZKR�SOD\HG�¿UVW�FKDLU�
trumpet in the orchestra, cited 
“building up my repertoire and 
getting me used to the audition-
ing every two weeks, and prac-
ticing and constantly preparing 
for the auditions,” as one of the 
ELJJHVW� EHQH¿WV� RI� SDUWLFLSDW-
ing. “You learn to manage your 
audition stress when you have 
to audition so often, so that re-
ally helped,” Gilpatrick added.

Corichi agreed. “The PMEA 
experience helped me most 
with auditions,” she said. For 
her, going to PMEA was to take 

on the challenge of learning the 
required amount of repertoire, 
and to be prepared to be audi-
tioned on anything and to still 
sing that with musical preci-
sion. Corichi expressed, “I 
think overall that was the best 
thing I got out of the rigor I had 
to put in and the time I had to 
invest for the auditions. It was 
a good experience to be able to 
perform well and not let nerves 
be involved...” 

Determination and hard 
work was not only required 
in preparation for PMEA, but 
also at the festival. “The next 
day was just rehearsal and eat-
LQJ��EUHDNV��DQG� WKDW�ZDV�GH¿-
nitely exhausting... but I think 
the hardest part was just the 
stamina of staying in rehearsal 
for that many hours,” Corichi 
remarked. Students had to stay 
focused throughout the long 

hours of practice during the 
festival.

Yet PMEA is ultimately an 
enjoyable and rewarding pro-
gram to participate in. Gilpat-
rick said, “Honestly, I liked 
the experience getting to know 
all the new repertoire, because 
that really prepares me for 
college and gets me ready for 
my future.” She mentioned 
Rimsky-Korsakov’s Russian 
Easter Overture, which she 
played at Regionals, as one of 
her favorite pieces. “I love that 
piece,” she admitted. “It’s real-
ly great.”

Getting to play under dif-
ferent conductors was another 
EHQH¿W�� &RULFKL� FRQGXFWV� WKH�
underclassmen chamber choir 
at State High called Treble 
Makers, and shared “working 
with different conductors con-
trasting Mr. Cleighton gave me 

ideas as to how to lead rehears-
DOV�DQG�¿[�PXVLFDO�WKLQJV�ZLWK�
the kids at State High.”

Of course, meeting music 
students from other schools 
was fun and inspiring too. 
“They were great,” Gilpatrick 
said. “I met so many other kids 
like me, so we really bonded 
very quickly, and then they 
all became friends and very 
close.” Indeed, Paul Lesko-
wicz, director of the music de-
partment at State High, hopes 
that PMEA can lead students 
to begin making connections 
with other musicians and even 
get an early start on network-
ing. Looking in retrospect, he 
sees his own connections with 
other musicians when he was 
young as truly valuable. “I was 
going through my records and 
programs the other day,” he re-
counted, “and it’s amazing how 
these phenomenal people are 
the ones you were just sitting 
next to.” It’s great for Gilpat-
rick, Corichi, and all the other 
students who are planning to 
pursue music as their career. 
The music students met at 
PMEA may just be the future’s 
greatest musicians. “These kids 
don’t realize it, because they 
haven’t lived it yet...” Lesko-
wicz said.

Corichi concluded, “I just 
think it helped me become 
a better musician.” Overall, 
Leskowicz said that “PMEA 
offers a great opportunity to 
recognize their hard work and 
accomplishments, and to com-
pare their skills with students 
from other schools.” 
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BY HANNA YU

State High Music Students Take On PMEA

Superhero movies has seen 
a rise in popularity more and 
more each year. These movies 
have caused lots of conversa-
tion since they started. Here’s 
a conversation about Superhe-
roes and Movies with Nathan 
Grella and Will Bakken hosted 
by Jared Bowman.
 
Do you feel that Batman V Su-
perman lived up to the hype?
 
NG: Absolutely. It is one of the 
EHVW�'&�¿OPV�FUHDWHG�DV�RI�\HW��
(although it doesn’t have a lot 
of competitors.) However, at 
times, the movie felt rushed and 
LW� VDFUL¿FHG� H[SRVLWLRQDO� DQG�
character moments for the ac-
tion sequences. Acting was av-
HUDJH� FRQVLGHULQJ� %HQ�$IÀHFN�
was in the movie. Looking at 
it from a comic book perspec-
tive, it was the greatest comic 
book movie of all time, (pure-
ly comic book perspective). 
This is a spoiler free review so 
I can’t go into much detail but 
all readers have to know is that 
it lived to expectations. The 
best moments in the movie that 
made viewers pee their pants, 
(metaphorically) were the Jus-
tice League lead-ins with Aqua-
man, Cyborg and The Flash 
(who each have brief cameos) 
and the Darkseid teasers. Even 
though Darkseid is never di-
rectly mentioned in the movie, 
viewers do see Parademons, 
(Darkseid soldiers) and the 
Omega symbol, (the Darkseid 
symbol) scorched into the earth 
in a Batman nightmare. At the 
end of the movie, viewers also 
see a painting, (that originally 
showed demons coming from 
the underworld attacking an-
JHOV�DERYH��ÀLSSHG�RYHU� LQVLQ-
uating a more dangerous threat 
will come from space. 9.6/10
 
WB: For any movie, living up 
to the hype is almost an impos-

sible feat. In my mind very few 
movies have done it before; 
even most marvel movies fail 
to live up to the hype. Unfor-
tunately, Batman V Superman: 
Dawn of Justice didn’t live up 
to the insane hype that the fans 
unfairly put on it. This is be-
cause it gave the fans too much 
content without much of a sto-
ryline to follow. Additionally, 
the movie follows the same 
dark setting that Zack Snyder 
had in Man of Steel, which 
some fans love and some fans 
hate. I personally don’t mind 
the dark setting, but I felt that 
it was perhaps too dark for my 
tastes. On the other side, the 
movie does have it’s strong 
points with it’s amazing shots, 
HSLF�¿JKWV�VHTXHQFHV��DQG�VRPH�
HPRWLRQ�¿OOHG�VFHQHV��6R�DOO�LQ�
all, I don’t feel that it was bad, 
but I don’t believe that it was 
a superb movie. I would give 
Batman V Superman: Dawn of 
Justice a 6/10.
 
+RZ� GR� \RX� IHHO� %HQ� $IÀHFN�
portrayed Batman in Batman V 
Superman?
 
1*��%HQ�$IÀHFN�LV�QRW�D�JRRG�
actor. Period. However, I think 
he did as well as he could have 
done with the character. Since 
the original Adam West Bat-
man, Warner Bros has struggled 
WR�¿QG�DQ�DGHTXDWH�DFWRU�WR�SOD\�
Batman; Christian Bale’s per-
formance felt very scripted and 
polished while George Cloo-
ney’s performance was comi-
FDOO\� EDG�� %ULQJLQJ� $IÀHFN¶V�
age into consideration, I feel as 
though he accurately portrayed 
Batman in that movie, but, for 
the upcoming prequel spinoff 
¿OPV��WKH\�VKRXOG�¿QG�D�\RXQJ-
HU� DFWRU�� %HQ� $IÀHFN� GLG� WKH�
best he could do for an actor of 
his, let’s say, skill set.
 
:%��,�IHOW�WKDW�%HQ�$IÀHFN�ZDV�
able to portray a old, chiseled, 
dark, and brutal Batman. And 
,� OLNH� LW�� $IÀHFN� ZDV� DEOH� WR�
show us the darkest and scari-

est Batman we have ever seen 
on the bigscreen. Considering 
$IÀHFN¶V� FRPSHWLWLRQ�� LW� LVQ¶W�
hard to believe that he is one of 
the best Batman we have seen.   
 
'R�\RX�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�'&�&RP-
LFV�PRYLHV�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�PDWFK�
up with the already popular 
0DUYHO�PRYLHV"
 
NG: Maybe. Maybe not. You 
have to look at perspective. 
They are certainly going at it 
in different ways. The Marvel 
Studios arc created individ-
ual hero movies before cre-
ating their team-up movies. 
DC made a individual movie, 
(Man of Steel), a partial team-
up, (Batman v Superman), and 
BOOM Suicide Squad. DC will 
have another individual hero 
movie, (Wonder Woman) and 
then DC’s Avengers, The Jus-
tice League. DC is just starting 
to transform their own mov-
ie universe so anything could 
happen. Marvel has already set 
their universe and are starting 
WR�¿OP�VSLQ�RIIV�
 
WB: At the moment, no. The 
DC cinematic universe is only 
two movies deep and Marvel 
cinematic universe has twelve 
movies and have much more 
to come. DC is a toddler up 
against a full grown adult. It is 
possible that DC can grow and 
beat Marvel in the future, but 
as it is now, it doesn’t stand a 
chance.
 $UH�WKH�0DUYHO�8QLYHUVH�PRY-
LHV� ORVLQJ� WKHLU�SRSXODU� VKHHQ��
RU�DUH�WKH\�MXVW�JHWWLQJ�VWDUWHG"
 
NG: They will always be pop-
ular, but they will never return 
to their former glory with the 
Avengers unless they reboot the 
universe. Marvel Comics are 
already so unpopular compared 
to DC Comics that after Cap-
tain America: Civil War they 
won’t have a lot of good stories 
from the comics that they can 
UHSOLFDWH�LQ�¿OP�
 

WB: With the new Marvel 
movie, Captain America: Civ-
il War coming out soon, I can 
safely say that they aren’t los-
ing their sheen just yet. Marvel 
has a lot more movies to make 
and most fans are getting excit-
ed thinking about them. Will 
the Marvel Cinematic Universe 
lose it’s sheen sometime in the 
future? Absolutely. As the say-
ing goes, “All great things must 
come to an end at some point.”
 
:KDW�DUH�\RXU�H[SHFWDWLRQV�IRU�
&DSWDLQ�$PHULFD�&LYLO�:DU"
 
NG: Again, it is one of Mar-
vel’s few good comic stories so 
I’m sure it will be very good. 
Marvel is introducing so many 
new characters in the movie 
like Black Panther, Spider-Man 
(coming over from Fox Stu-
dios), Captain Britain, and Vi-
sion. The movie will also in-
troduce independent characters 
like Ant-Man so there will be a 
lot of exposition (not including 
how long it will take to get Iron 
Man and Captain America to 
create sides). To put it in per-
spective, it took about an hour 
and a half in Batman V Super-
man and that was just with two 
characters that had never met. 
Imagine how long it will take 
with two sides with many dif-
ferent superheroes.
 
WB: I believe that Civil War 
will be one of the most ambi-
WLRXV�¿OP�0DUYHO�KDV�DWWHPSWHG�

since Avengers. From the trail-
ers, the movie will have more 
superheroes than any other 
0DUYHO�¿OP��7KH�PRYLH�ZLOO�EH�
a battle between characters that 
we have watched and loved in 
RWKHU�¿OPV�DQG�QHZ�FKDUDFWHUV�
that we have to get know. Not 
only that, but the possibility of 
characters dying is without a 
GRXEW�ÀRDWLQJ�LQ�RXU�KHDGV�DQG�
creating suspense for fans.
 
:KR� ZRXOG� ZLQ� LQ� D� ¿JKW� EH-
WZHHQ�WKH�0DUYHO�DQG�'&�FKDU-
DFWHUV"
 
NG: If we were using the cin-
ematic universe (including Fox 
Studios), then Marvel would 
win based on numbers alone, 
however, in comics, DC char-
acters have better powers and 
backstories and more of them 
are well known than the 15 
Avengers members.

WB: When it comes to the 
quantity, the Marvel cinematic 
universe has the upper hand. 
However, with only two mov-
ies, DC has shown that they 
have quality rather than quanti-
W\�� 6R�ZLWK� D� GLUHFW� ¿JKW� ULJKW�
now, Marvel would win, main-
ly because of the Hulk. How-
ever, DC is only going to grow, 
ZKLFK�PHDQV�WKH�¿JKW�ZLOO�VKLIW�
one way or another. Either way, 
I would enjoy every second of 
WKH�¿JKW�

BY JARED BOWMAN,
NATHAN GRELLA,
WILL BAKKEN

Superhero Films Q&A with resident experts
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Sanders because of how shifty 
he was and Az Hakim because 
I felt like I was the same type 
of player as him and he wore 
awesome sneakers on the St. 
Louis turf like I would have 
done.

You recently became a fa-
ther, what has that been like 
for you?

It’s been great! It’s really 
opened my eyes to what is im-
portant day-to-day and helps 
me shrug off things that aren’t 
really worth the headache.

What has your journey in 
the NFL been like for you?

It’s been long. I have 

learned a lot in each season–

both about the football busi-

ness and about myself as a 

man.

You were part of the 2003 
State Championship team in 
basketball that beat Chester 
High School. What was that 
experience like for you?

It was great to be able to 

experience that, especially 

alongside my older brother, 

Gabe. Despite my college and 

pro football career, that HS 

state championship is still one 

of the highlights of my athletic 

career.

What was it like to watch 
your brother Gabe be a part of 
the 2006 George Mason team 

that made it all the way to the 
Final Four?

It was awesome to see my 

brother and his team succeed. 

The actual games were tough 

to watch as a spectator and 

brother–there was so much 

pressure in the NCAA tour-

nament, I think I was more 

nervous and anxious than my 

brother was!

When you attended State 
High, which teacher that you 
had made a positive impact on 
you?

I didn’t have Drew Frank 

as a teacher, but he had the 

biggest positive impact on me. 

He gave me the opportunity to 

play varsity basketball, which 

led to my athletic career as it 

stands now. He also showed a 

lot of perseverance and humil-

ity during our state title run in 

2003. We were the underdog 

and he taught me a lot about 

how to embrace that role as a 

competitor.

What goals do you have for 
yourself, whether it be in life 
or on the gridiron?

I try to stay away from 

making goals. I don’t want to 

put a ceiling on what God has 

planned for my life.

What was going through 
your mind when you returned 
the punt in the Super Bowl for 
a record 61 yards?

I was just trying to make a 

play. The game before there 

was a short punt that I didn’t 

catch and it ended up rolling 

back another 15 yards or so. I 

guess, that was in the back of 

my mind too.

What advice do you have 
for anyone who aspires to be a 
professional athlete, like your-
self?

I would say to enjoy the 

moments and don’t look too 

far in the future. I didn’t exact-

ly aspire to be a professional 

athlete. I enjoyed playing bas-

ketball and football and tried 

my best every time I stepped 

RQ� WKH� ¿HOGDQG� � RQ� WKH� FRXUW��
Eventually, I just found myself 

in a position to keep playing 

at the next level and the level 

after that.

From State High to Mile High:
Q&A with Jordan Norwood

As the big red ball in the sky 
starts to burn brighter, signal-
ing the beginning of spring, 
State High begins to o!er the 
spring additions to many op-
portunities for its more athlet-
ically inclined students. Some 

got their racquets and some 
got their bats, but others chose 
a di!erent route: pull on the 
black jersey and charge the 
scrum. "eir leader is Shawn 
Wertz, a senior at State High. 

In his sophomore year, 
Wertz learned of the boys’ 

rugby team from a friend who 
was currently part of the girls’ 
team. Soon a#er, he climbed 
the ranks, becoming the team 
captain. As captain, he is in 
charge of recruiting, sending 
out information on practices, 
and helping the coaches teach 

the fresh meat how to play ball.  
Wertz plays the position of $y-
half: coordinating the attack 
and defense of the team. Wertz 
came over to Lions’ Digest to 
discuss why he plays and why 
others should play as well.

Why do you play rugby?
I’ve always loved contact 

sports and I really like the !-
nesse side of rugby. It’s kind of 
elegant and violent at the same 
time. Before I played football 
and lacrosse, but I ended up 
choosing rugby over both.

What’s your favorite mem-
ory?

Just the team from last year. 
One bus ride to a game where 
our bus broke down on the way 
so we ended up getting stuck at 
this uni-mart for a while until 
we could !gure out how to get 
the bus started. We ended up 
pushing the bus until the guy got 
it started again.

Why should people join the 
club?

It’s a great bonding experi-
ence, we’re pretty much a fam-
ily. Rugby is also one of the few 
sports where it’s hard for one 
person to stand out. It’s a lot 
more about the team and being 
able to play well together.

How is rugby di!erent from 
other Stat High sports?

We are a no-cut sport so it’s a 
lot easier for people to get play-
ing time. We play both an A side 
and a B side to make sure ev-
erybody plays. We’ll have prac-
tices focusing on the most basic 
things compared to if you go to a 
football practice halfway in the 
season you’re way behind. For 
rugby you can come in at any 
time and catch up.

Be sure to join in on the ac-
tion at their next game, wheth-
er it be in the audience or in 
the ruck! For more informa-
tion on future games or how 
to join, contact Shawn Wertz at 
sdw13@scasd.org.

Into the Ruck
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As the winter draws to a 
close, spring sports at State 
High begin to heat up. Teams 
such as Track and Field and 
Baseball are considered con-
tenders for States while Volley-
ball is rebuilding a!er losing 
four starters from the previous 
season. "e boys’ track and 
#eld team is coming o$ an 
indoor season where they #n-
ished second in the state while 
the girls’ team #nished fourth. 

On the boys’ side, Track 

and Field is being led by #rst-
year head coach Steve Shisler. 
Shisler has previously been an 
assistant coach for State High 
since 2010. With a roster that 
has plenty of depth in all ar-
eas, the track team is expecting 
big things. “We are a very well 
rounded team and are very 
capable of making a big push 
towards the state title come 
late May,” Coach Shisler said 
regarding State High’s chances 
of winning the state title.

Baseball is also expecting 
nothing less than a state ti-
tle. "ere’s very good reason 
for this considering they are 
returning multiple division 1 
athletes. SC Baseball is coming 

o$ their third straight district 
title. However, they are starting 
a new era with new head coach 
Troy Allen. Allen, from Virgin-
ia, attended George Washing-
ton University and played for 
them before he got dra!ed by 
the Atlanta Braves in the 28th 
round. Allen’s been around the 
Centre County area for years 
and has even been coaching 
kids in the area, and even some 
on the high school team. With 
him having prior knowledge 
about the kids, it’s not so much 
starting fresh but continuing 
what they have already started. 

As a college town, sports 
have always been valued in 
State College. Anyone who has 
attended a Penn State football 
game can relate to the over-
whelming amount of energy 
within Beaver stadium. Not 
only do the 100,000 roaring 
fans encourage the players, but 
they create a bonding environ-
ment between all the families 
and residents that support the 
team. Though State High can-
not compare to the population 
of Penn State, the experience 
of participating in SCHS sports 
hold the same value within 
the students who participate.

As spring rolls around, 
high school students all over 
the country begin the process 
of pre-season practices, in 
the hope of impressing their 
coaches during tryouts. State 
High sports teams are no ex-
ception to the hours of train-
ing that are required from 
players. Coach Mahon, the 
former head of the Girl’s La-
crosse team, is known for his 
months of pre-season work 
that the girls are encouraged 

attend in any hopes of mak-
ing the team. As a result, the 
team has been very successful 
in their spring season the last 
few years. The intensity has 
risen once again this year, in 
the goal of gaining even more 

success than years before.
Over spring break, the 

State High Lacrosse team be-
JDQ� WKHLU�¿UVW�GD\V�RI� WU\RXWV��
At the close of tryouts, con-
cerns about coaching decisions 
were raised by a group of par-

ents.  As a result, the coach-
ing staff decided to resign.

The coaches sent their 
email of resignation only a 
FRXSOH�GD\V�DIWHU�WKH�JLUO¶V�¿UVW�
scrimmage. This left everyone 
wondering who would step in 

as the new head coach. The 
SCASD Athletics Department 
got together with the girls on 
the team and did their best to 
answer all questions. “I think 
even they didn’t know what 
to do,” said freshman Brook-
lyn Heim. “I heard that this is 
WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH� DQ� HQWLUH� FRDFK-
ing staff has resigned after the 
season had already started.”

Though this controversy has 
put the State High Girl’s La-
crosse team off to a rough start, 
the girls have kept a positive 
attitude through it all. Emma 
Kerber, a freshman on the 
team, comments, “The coach-
ing change has caused a lot of 
uncertainty, but I’m hoping as a 
team we can move on in a posi-
tive direction for the season.”

The team remains focused 
and determined to not let this 
setback affect them, relying 
on the strong bonds they’ve 
made between their team-
mates and close friends. As all 
of us here at State High sup-
port them, and can’t wait for 
the exciting season to come!
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Lacrosse Breaks Old Ties, and Forms New Ones
BY KELLY VANDEN
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On March 4th, 2016, the 
Girls’ Basketball Team at-
tended Districts at Tyrone. 
Win a!er win, they made 
their way to the top. Before 
all of the hype started, junior 
Kayla Hawbaker explained 
what they have been doing to 
get ready for the big game.

“I was de#nitely excited 
last season. It had been very 
exciting for all of us and ex-
tending our season into the 
playo$s just makes it more 
exciting”. Hawbaker said 
about making it to Districts. 
"e team has been working 
nonstop to win this game. 
“"ey’re { Penn Hills } de#-
nitely a beatable team. If we 
played like we’ve been playing 
our past couple of games, we 
should be able to get the win”. 
Hawbaker claimed. All week, 
the team had been practicing, 
dreaming about a win. “We 
had been scouting them all 
that week. We have game #lm 

on them, so we get a better 
handle on their tendencies 
and o$enses and defenses,”

Hawbaker said about Penn 
Hills. She had also been think-
ing about her past games and 
how victorious they were. “My 
favorite game last year was 
when we played Harrisburg 
at home. We lost to them ear-
lier that season by 3 points on 
the road and it was our senior 
night. We all played together it 
was such a fun game! We end-
ed up beating them by #!een 
points”. Hawbaker said while 
reminiscing.

"e game was a nail biter. In 
the beginning, State High was 
in the lead. "ey were down 
a!er half time, but when they 
came back out, they took the 
lead once again. Sadly, the girls 
lost in the end, but the game 
didn’t de#ne all the accom-
plishments they made in their 
2015-16 season.

Girls’ Basketball Team 
Takes It to States
BY SOPHIE CAPPARELLI 
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BY CONOR CAMAZINE & 
TOM BUCHA

Spring Sports Preview
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